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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Death of Bill Baldock 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.27 pm]:  Yesterday I attended one of the biggest funerals my 
home town has ever seen.  More than 1 000 people turned up to pay tribute to my friend, Bill Baldock.  Bill was 
taken tragically last Wednesday morning while fighting a bushfire in Bridgetown.  He was 46 years old.  He was 
protecting his community as a volunteer firefighter when a tree fell on him.  Bill was well loved by the 
communities of Yornup, Bridgetown and surrounding areas.  His death has affected most people in our town.  
We each have memories of him at different stages and ages of his life.  I used to stay out on the Baldock farm 
when I was a child and I have many happy memories of that time.  Bill’s father Ted died when he was a young 
man.  Bill looked after his mother, Rita, and his sisters Suzanne, Julie and Lindy.  Between them, they kept the 
family farm going.  He was a responsible little man who grew into a caring, responsible community person.  Bill 
married Heather and they have had four children: Rebecca age 15, Mitchell age 13, Sarah age 10 and Alice age 
2.  Alice is too young to know what a wonderful man her father was.  He was a farmer and devoted family man 
who coached junior football for the Bulldogs, the team he played for when he was growing up.  Golf was one of 
his passions; he was captain of the golf club last year.  He was also a good tennis player.  It was the game all the 
family played.  He would help anyone who asked for help, even those who did not ask.   

There was nothing anyone could have done that would have averted the tragedy.  The other volunteer firefighters 
had done everything by the book.  It was just one of those freak accidents.   

Rod Winchcombe, who is the Sunnyside Bush Fire Brigade fire control officer and who loved Bill dearly, 
summed it up for every one of us who knew him by saying, “The part that really hurts so much is that you see 
yobbos out there hooning around getting drunk, racing around in cars tempting fate.  Bill was there doing a 
service for the community when he died.  There is no justice.”  There is certainly no justice for his mum, his wife 
and family.   

Julie, Bill’s sister, told me that she saw him make a speech at the golf club last year, and she realised how proud 
of him she was.  Two weeks ago I was at a meeting that he chaired in Yornup.  He was determined that the State 
Government would not take private property and use it for a major industrial site.  Yornup was his patch.  His 
farm is there, and so is his mum’s farm.  He made up his mind that night and said no to Yornup being used as an 
industrial site, and the community fell in behind him. 

Rita, Suzanne, Julie and Lindy, and Heather, Rebecca, Mitchell, Sarah and little Alice can all be so proud of Bill.  
He loved his community and he died protecting it.  I could not do justice to Bill in the few minutes I have taken.  
Sometimes it is the words that a person does not say - the silent ones - and the actions of a community that mean 
so much more. 

Visit to East Timor 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [5.31 pm]:  I want to report briefly to the Parliament on a visit to East 
Timor that I undertook from 2 to 8 February this year during the parliamentary recess.  This is one of the things 
that we get involved in as members of Parliament that are not necessarily part of our job description, if a job 
description exists for this job.  I got involved in this as a community representative, and assisted local people to 
help other people in East Timor. 

In brief, the purpose of the visit was to follow up a previous visit that I made to East Timor with Mr Bruce and 
Mrs Margaret English in July 2000.  At that time we set out to assist to re-establish the East Timor fire and 
rescue services following the traumatic days that they had endured after the vote for independence and the 
actions that disgracefully destroyed about 80 per cent of the infrastructure and deeply traumatised the people of 
East Timor.  We went to assess that project plus another project that was born from involvement with the East 
Timorese people.  That project involved raising money, primarily in the Margaret River and surrounding 
communities, to fund, build and equip a school in Lehane.  Lehane is a village in the hills just above Dili.  It 
happens to be adjacent to General Ruak’s home.  General Ruak is the chief of the armed forces of East Timor.  
He acts as a patron of this school.  We first met General Ruak in this building, Parliament House, about three 
years ago when he was in Western Australia.  As a result of that contact, local people saw a need and set out to 
raise funds, and they physically went to East Timor and built the school themselves.  Local builders - Don 
Wooders from Dunsborough and Kevin Parker from Cowaramup - went to East Timor with Mr and Mrs English 
and physically built the school at Lehane and largely raised the money to equip it.   

It is not elaborate by our standards.  However, by East Timorese standards, it at least provides a clean learning 
environment.  The kids have desks and chairs to sit on, a blackboard at the front of the classroom, which is not 
always the case, writing materials, toilets and some other facilities with which to engage in education.  It was an 
enlightening experience.  We took back some extra funds and passed them over to General Ruak for his 
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safekeeping and stewardship in how they would be distributed through the school because, regrettably, it is not 
always a clear-cut process of how money is distributed if it is allocated to certain quarters.  We are confident that 
it will get to the children and the teachers involved at the school.  That was one of the projects and it was very 
gratifying to see that the communities that had involved themselves in that project had made a difference to 
many individual lives in one part of East Timor.   

The project involving the fire and rescue equipment was also very satisfying.  Once the need was obvious and 
established, we set out to access, through the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia, 
disused but still serviceable equipment throughout Western Australia and other parts of Australia and transfer it 
to East Timor so that it could be used in its fire services.  I am pleased to report that the equipment is in East 
Timor and is being used, as members will see from the report that I will table.  Not all of it is serviceable at the 
moment, which is a problem because there is a mixture of Australian and Portuguese equipment and, in some 
cases, they are not compatible.  Another major problem is the cost of repairs to both Portuguese and Australian 
equipment.  One of the major problems for the East Timorese nation is that an import tax has been placed on 
everything going into the country.  Often overseas aid of any description, whether it be through formal channels, 
Governments, aid organisations or private means, does not get to the area it is intended for because the people 
simply cannot afford to pay the tax to get it off the wharves in Dili.  That is a bit of advice for anybody seeking 
to assist; they need to build in the cost of the tax.  It is something like 25 per cent; it is quite exorbitant.  That 
negates a lot of good work that is being done.   

As members will find in the report, while we were in East Timor we met with Paul Foley, the Australian 
ambassador, and Miguel Braga, a Portuguese firefighter who set up the firefighting infrastructure in East Timor 
called the Bombeiros.  He is still there, and is funded for another couple of months by the Portuguese and then 
that funding will run out.  We visited the northern parts of the island - Baucau, Laga and a couple of other areas - 
where a lot of good work is being done but where a lot more needs to be done.  We also met the Portuguese 
ambassador.  We saw a demonstration by the fire services of the equipment from Western Australia.  It was very 
pleasing to see that equipment being used effectively and that effective training regimes had been established.  
We also visited the school.  On the last day we had planned a visit to Maliana and Suai on the border.  However, 
heavy monsoonal rain and bad road conditions prohibited our visit.   

I acknowledge the contribution that individuals have made in this exercise.  They did not necessarily always 
work through formal channels, but through private aid projects.  Last year Bruce and Margaret English were 
acknowledged and recognised for their services with an Order of Australia Medal.  We met Mr Graham 
Williams in East Timor.  He established an electrical contracting company there in 1999.  He has been 
performing many wonderful deeds there since 1999 and has effectively transferred that business to the East 
Timorese.  It was a rewarding and satisfying exercise.  However, the East Timorese nation faces many 
challenges in the future.  The United Nations administration is phasing out its work in East Timor and the 
country does not have any steady income stream until 2007, when the proceeds from the Timor oil and gas fields 
come on stream.  The people there have enormous language problems and I openly question the wisdom of using 
Portuguese rather than English as their international language, as it presents many difficulties for them as a 
nation.  The Timorese also face a host of other problems that are associated with other Third World countries.  I 
seek leave to table a report that outlines that exercise.  It includes a background paper from Bruce English who 
went to East Timor subsequent to our initial visit and worked with the United Nations on the fire, rescue and 
emergency services project and a report from the East Timorese on what is in place in terms of that project.   

Leave granted.  [See paper No 1942.] 

Oil Mallee Power Station, Narrogin 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [5.42 pm]:  I rise to speak about an issue that is very important within 
the agricultural region.  It is particularly pertinent because of the often heated discussion in this Chamber about 
power supplies and a range of issues to do with sustainability and land care within regional Western Australia.  I 
want to focus on a very exciting project that has taken years to develop and a lot of work by many people; that is, 
the proposal for the oil mallee power station in Narrogin.  It is a very exciting project because it combines many 
of the aspects of regionally-based power supply with reduced greenhouse emissions - not down to zero - 
compared with many of the traditional greenhouse gas emitters.  It can provide a back up regional power source, 
which is useful when considering other renewable sources within a region.  However, the project also has the 
amazing potential of creating a multiple win situation.  It has already encouraged enormous participation from a 
wide range of primary producers in the planting of deep-rooted perennials - a good incentive.  Something like 
360 producers are involved so far.  Of course, that has implications for soil and water quality, salinity and many 
different areas of land care, which is what we are aiming for.  We are aiming for projects that can continue to 
utilise sustainable farming practices that bring alternative revenue sources for farmers and also deal with many 
of the land care issues.  In this case, it has the added advantage of producing a reliable regional power source.  
Considering the debate on aspects of the south west interconnected system, that is a useful attribute.   
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It is important to raise this matter in the Legislative Council because this project is very close to being under 
way.  As a corporate entity, the Government cannot direct Western Power’s investment and it has commercially 
invested $8 million so far, which comes with the expected returns.  However, Western Power, like any 
corporation, has not factored into its equation the externalities or other benefits that such a project can create; it 
is looking at it from a budget point of view.  However, this is where the State Government comes in.  Western 
Power is not the same as the State Government, although it is a government corporation.  As yet, strangely 
enough, the state taxpayer per se has not made a contribution.  This is important because the project is at the 
eleventh hour and is in danger of being scrapped.  Western Power has put $8 million so far into the project.  By 
way of recognition of land care, producer, greenhouse and other benefits, I would have thought a reasonable 
expectation might be that the state taxpayer would make a contribution to this kind of excellent project.  
Members of this place do not seem to blink if the state taxpayer is committed to paying $140 million, 
$200 million or other enormous amounts of money for infrastructure for large projects that are assumed to bring 
community benefit, but whose benefits are seldom measured.  The benefits of this project can be measured, as 
can the participation rate.  Millions of dollars in effort, investment and voluntary work by a wide range of people 
have gone into this project.  Unfortunately, because of the stage the project is at, the forward ordering of mallee 
for ongoing suppliers has dropped, I understand by 60 per cent.  This is very disturbing.  

There is the potential for a demonstration plant to show at least one example of multiple use of value adding or 
alternative revenue streams for agricultural Western Australia, to deal with salinity and a whole range of other 
issues, and to increase the potential for people to see as positive putting in deep-rooted perennials on their 
property knowing the income stream that will come from it.  We are not looking at huge amounts of money.  I 
have been advised by representatives of the Oil Mallee Association that it is short of around $600 000.  I am not 
talking about commercial investment by Western Power.  The state taxpayer has not assisted this project so far.  
It would not be unreasonable if there were at least some salinity funding to underwrite this project.  I understand 
that there is the potential to attract extra funding as long as we can get the project up and running.  I see no point 
whatsoever in wasting the $8 million that has been invested so far or breaking the hearts of the 360 or so farmers 
who are already involved.  Other producers need to take heart that there might be other models of farming 
involving deep-rooted perennials that might be good for them to try for value adding, alternative income sources 
and spreading out the income for farming enterprises to times of the year other than harvest time.  Of course, the 
benefits of alternative tree cropping is that the farmers have some control of the harvest and marketing.  They 
can combine to try to utilise those benefits.   

There are not too many examples of these multiple win projects.  I would love to see the Minister for Agriculture 
working with the other ministers involved to see whether they can at the very least find underwriting funding to 
make sure that the project gets going.  From the figures I have seen, it may well be that underwriting funding 
would be paid back.  We at least need to get the project under way and not waste the $8 million invested so far.  
We must make sure at least that Western Power does not have an excuse to go down this path when looking at 
similar projects in the future.   

Power Poles 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.49 pm]:  I will say a little more about the issue of Western Power, 
beginning with some bad news but finishing with some good news.  Regarding the Tenterden fire, I remind 
members of a speech I made about Western Power some time last year.  I reported the occurrence of a pole fire 
in the Gnowangerup area, and that a friend of mine in his light aircraft had taken photographs of Western Power 
workers cutting the rotten piece off the top of the power poles.  There were howls of derision, and claims that I 
was not telling the truth.  I offered to get sworn statements, and said that I would inquire if the negatives of the 
photographs were available.  I would then table them and they would become public documents.  I was assured 
that that would not be necessary. However, I take members back to a photograph in The West Australian of a 
policeman standing astride a rotten piece of the pole that was involved in the Tenterden fire.  There is a very 
good chance that John Watson, police superintendent of the great southern, or someone on his staff, had read 
what I had to say in Hansard and he went in and seized the pole before Western Power could once again cover 
the evidence.  The very sad loss of life and the coroner becoming involved probably had a greater influence than 
my contribution.  At the time Watson was seeking a court order to get the rest of the pole and the wire involved. 

It saddens me that not a lot of notice is taken of members on this side of the House when they speak truthfully 
about genuine concerns.  These things need to be noticed and action taken.  With the power shortages in the city, 
the horrific loss to industry is one thing, but people who cannot turn on their airconditioners are voters.  I remind 
members of a cricket world cup - not the last one played in South Africa, but the previous one, played in 
England.  The Australian captain, Steve Waugh, skied a catch that was dropped by the South African Herschel 
Gibbs.  Gibbs took the catch and threw it up in the air, but he never gained control, so Steve Waugh was not 
given out.  Waugh walked up to Herschel Gibbs and said “You have just dropped the world cup”.  I believe the 
current Government has just dropped the next election.  It will not get over this Western Power debacle.  
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Bremer Bay Electricity Supply 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That is the bad news, and I will balance it a little with some good news about Bremer 
Bay, an area of which I take a lot of notice.  It is very close to the edge of my electorate, and the power for 
Bremer Bay traditionally came through that Albany line.  I spoke in the House about that, and how the attitude of 
the decision makers of Western Power was such that they would not meet with the Jerramungup shire president, 
chief executive officer and councillors.  I was able to arrange a meeting with Western Power officials, but at that 
meeting their attitude was that they would do absolutely nothing about that locality.  If people lived on the 
fringes they would have to put in capital.  I told the Western Power people that in 1975 I had written a cheque 
for more than $6 300 so that we could be connected to the power.  At that time the price of connection in the 
metropolitan area was $10.  I suggested that we had really put in a very fair contribution, and asked if it had 
occurred to them that they should be asking metropolitan consumers and those in the larger regional cities for 
some capital contribution.  

He said it had not occurred to them.  I reminded him that my secretary was there taking the minutes, so they 
would now be aware.  I am very pleased to report that the tide has changed.  Western Power is now aware of its 
responsibilities, at least in that regional area, and around lunchtime today Bremer Bay was disconnected from the 
SWIS.  Its attitude before had been that if the people from Bremer Bay wanted more power they would have to 
buy their own generators and engines.  This is now being done by Western Power with three large diesel-
powered engines.  I believe one engine is leased by Western Power.  Bremer Bay is now self-sufficient within an 
approximate five-kilometre range.   

It is also proposed to put in one wind-powered turbine at Bremer Bay.  It is already on board a ship, perhaps not 
quite in transit but it is loaded on a ship in Europe to come out to Australia and it is expected to be on stream in 
September or October of this year.  That is a remarkably quick turnaround of attitude by a government 
department.  I put a lot of work and effort into that and it makes me feel that my job has not been entirely wasted 
during the past three years.  Once that tower is connected it will enable Bremer Bay to be reconnected to the 
SWIS, but that will depend upon accessing cheaper equipment rather than the $20 million it now costs to enable 
the wind power to push power into the SWIS.  If not, they will carry on with the backup of the diesel-powered 
generators. 

Hon Bill Stretch:  Is that to make it compatible? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Apparently it is available for only fairly large outputs.  The department assures me it is 
not allowing the grass to grow under its feet and it is looking to see whether cheaper options are available.  This 
is all good news.  I am pleased that the lethargy and unwillingness of that department has changed.  I am 
extremely glad that this lethargy has gone, firstly because of two deaths at Tenterden and, secondly, because of a 
bit of inconvenience for a couple of days in the city.  Those in the metropolitan area have joined those in the 
country regions.  People in the city were inconvenienced for only a couple of days.  Great areas of the rural 
regions have been inconvenienced for up to two weeks at times, but apparently that did not matter.  It is good 
news that commonsense has prevailed in Bremer Bay.  I would like to think the Minister for Energy, Hon Eric 
Ripper, had some influence. 

House adjourned at 5.58 pm 

__________ 
 


